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Kesher Zion Synagogue seeks to encourage 
the involvement of its members and create a 
special sense of belonging, while stressing 
the joy within Judaism. Our egalitarian 
synagogue is committed to meeting the 
religious, social, educational, and cultural 
needs of its members within the framework 
of the Conservative Movement. Kesher Zion 
Synagogue also recognizes its 
responsibilities to provide a public place of 
worship, to observe Jewish life cycle events, 
and to support the local community and the 
State of Israel.

Kesher Zion Mission Statement
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Committed to meeting the 
religious, social, and educational 
needs of its members within the 
framework of the Conservative 

movement.
- Kesher Zion Synagogue"The heat of 

autumn is 
different from the 

heat of summer. 
One ripens the 
apple, the other 
turns them to 

cider."
Jewish Poet 

Jane Hirshfield,
The Heat of Autumn



Date Event Time Location

Thursday, November 3
(9 Cheshvan) Minyan 7:30pm Kesher Zion 

Saturday, November 5
(11 Cheshvan) Shabbat Service 9:30am Kesher Zion or Zoom

Thursday, November 10
(16 Cheshvan)

Berks History 
Center Talk about 

Moe Berg
7:00pm Kesher Zion

Saturday, November  12
(18 Cheshvan) Shabbat Service 9:30am Kesher Zion or Zoom

Thursday, November 17
(23 Cheshvan) Minyan 7:30pm Kesher Zion

Saturday, November 19
(25 Cheshvan) Shabbat Service 9:30am Kesher Zion or Zoom

Thursday, November 24
(30 Cheshvan)

KZ Office Closed
(Thanksgiving)   

Friday, November 25
(1 Kislev)

KZ Office Closed
(Thanksgiving)   

Saturday, November 26
(2 Kislev) Shabbat Service 9:30am Kesher Zion or Zoom

November 2022 Cheshvan-Kislev 5783

WWW.KESHERZION.ORG  .   555 WARWICK DR. WYOMISSING, PA 19610  .   610-374-1763
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How Strongly is Thanksgiving Tied 
to Sukkot?

   Before setting off for the New World, the
Puritans lived among the Sephardic Jews in
Holland.  The Jews had come to Holland
after being expelled from Spain in 1492
and Portugal in 1496.  The Puritans fled
England in 1608 to escape religious
intolerance.  Having crossed the ocean, as
the Children of Israel had crossed Yam
Suf, the British Pilgrims saw themselves as
the New Israelites.  They were well-versed
in the Old Testament and familiar with the
joyful Jewish Fall harvest festival.  In our
liturgy, Sukkot is termed z’man
simchateinu/the season of our rejoicing,
based on Lev. 23:40, ם ַמְחּתֶ .and Deut וּׂשְ
ָך 16:14 ַחּגֶ ַמְחּתָ ּבְ  .ְוׂשָ
   Based on a letter written by Edward
Winslow, the first Thanksgiving is
identified as happening in 1621. Like the
Jewish holiday, it was celebrated by giving
thanks for several days (either three or
seven days, historians are unsure). Another
similarity between these Puritans and Jews
is that they did not always all agree.  The
historian Diana Muir Applebaum writes 

 Here is that b’racha:

ֶמֶלך ָהעוָלם זוֵכר ה י-ה-ו-ה ֱאלֵהינוּ  רוְּך ַאּתָ ּבָ
ַמֲאָמרו. ָּם ּבְ ְבִריתו ְוַקי ִרית ְוֶנֱאָמן ּבִ ַהּבְ

Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu melech ha-olam, 
zocher habrit v’ne’eman biv’reetoh v’kayam 
b’ma’amarav.
Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the 
Universe, who remembers the covenant, and is 
faithful to His covenant, and keeps His 
promise.
   Although the first Thanksgiving was 
reportedly in December 1621, and President 
George Washington had proclaimed a 
Thanksgiving Day in 1789, it was not a regular 
annual observance until President Ulysses S. 
Grant signed the bill making it a federal 
holiday in 1870.
   It is always timely to thank Hashem for all our 
blessings.  Thanksgiving Day this year will be 
the last day of the month of Ḥeshvan-a month in 
which there are no Jewish holidays (other than 
Shabbat). It will be an especially good time to 
gather together and observe the commandment 
in Deuteronomy 8:10:

--וֵּבַרְכּתָ ֶאת-ְיהוָה ֱאלֶֹהיָך, ָבְעּתָ , ְוׂשָ ְוָאַכְלּתָ
And thou shalt eat and be satisfied, and bless the 
LORD thy God…

that some Puritans rejected the Catholic 
concept of fixed holidays, feeling they 
desensitized the flock to God’s special 
beneficence.  Jewish practice combines both 
regular prayers, like the Shema which is said 
(twice) every day, and special occasion 
prayers such as when a rainbow is seen.

Cantor Ted Prosnitz
Spiritual Leader
Kesher Zion Synagogue



Hebrew English

 

For all the boons in our lives we offer our 
thanks to you YHVH our Godand in 

blessing your Name we hope that all of life 
will bless You too and especially today 

because:

יעוּ ְלֶאֶרץ ִהּגִ ׁשֶ ַעתּכְ ִרים ְנִקיֵּי ַהּדַ ְיֵמי ַהְמַהּגְ ּבִ
אוּ ִרָנה ִמְקָלָטםְוָסְבלוּ ָרָעב ְוקֹורָנׂשְ

ֵעת ִפיָלהְלצוּר ְיׁשוָּעָתםָאז ָעַמְדּתָ ָלֶהם ּבְ וּתְ
ִביםָהִאיְנִדיָאִנים ָצָרָתםְועֹוַרְרּתָ ֶחְמַלת ַהּתֹוׁשָ
ְרּבוִּרים ְוִתיַרזְוׇכל ֲעֵליֶהםְוֶהֱאִכיָלם ָמזֹון, ּבַ

ְרֵכי ם ֵמָרָעב ְויָגֹוןְוָהְרֵאָת ָלֶהם ּדַ ַמֲעָדִניםִהַצְלּתָ
י ּתֹוָדה ִרְגׁשֵ ן, ּבְ ֵבי ָהָאֶרץ –ַעל ּכֵ לֹוםִעם ּתֹוׁשְ ׁשָ

ָנהְלזֵֶכר ָנה ְוׁשָ ָקְבעוּיֹום הֹוָדָאה ׁשָ
ְלדֹורֹותוַּמֲאִכיִלים ְסעוּדֹותהֹוָדיָה ְלאוְּמָלִלים: 

In the days of the Pilgrims, the Puritans, 
when they arrived at these safe shores,

suffered hunger and cold. They sang and 
prayed to the Rock of their Salvation. And 

You, standing by them, roused the caring of 
the Natives for them: who fed them, turkey 

and corn and other delights. Thus saved 
You them from starvation, and they learned 

the ways of peace with the inhabitants of 
the land. Therefore, feeling grateful, they 

dedicated a day of Thanksgiving each year 
as a remembrance for future generations, 

feeding unfortunates feasts of thanks.

ַחיֵּינוּ –ֵאל ָךַעל ַהּטֹובֹות ּבְ ָלֵכן ּגַם ָאנוּ מֹוִדים ּלְ
לֹום.מֹוִדים ֲאַמְחנוּ ָלְך׃ ָ ַההֹוָדאֹות ָאדֹון ַהׁשּ

Thus do we thank You for all the good in 
our lives, God of kindness, Lord of Peace; 

thus do we thank You.

From the Cantor
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By Cantor Ted Prosnitz

   You may also use the following Thanksgiving Prayer by Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi:



updates, events, announcements, etc.
If you are currently not receiving emails 
from the KZ Office, please let us know if 
you would like to be added at 
kesherzionoffice@gmail.com
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Keeping Up with KZ!

KZ uses Google groups to email 
weekly and time-sensitive 
information, such as our weekly 
Shabbat Bulletin (Catch-Up), 

Follow KZ on Facebook to see 
throwback photos from the 1930s 
to the present, learn about 
community happenings, and 
connect with congregants.

During Shabbat services November 26th, 
Athena Jane Gable will have her baby naming. 

 
Athena is the daughter of Sarena Kabakoff Gable and

Max Gable and granddaughter of Karen and Myron Kabakoff 
and Angie and Frank Gable. 

 
The Kiddush will be sponsored by Karen and Myron.

 
Please join us for this simcha.



Upcoming Events at KZ
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The Kesher Zion Cemetery Board announces that 
beginning March 1, 2023, there will be an increase in the 

cost of plots and perpetual care. Both are currently at 
$750 each and will increase to $800 each. 

If you wish to take advantage of the current pricing 
payment must be made prior to March 1 2023.

If you are interested in taking advantage before the price 
increases, please contact Bob Caster. 

To RSVP, visit
www.kesherzion.org/

MoeBerg



Upcoming Events at KZ
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Sponsor a Kiddush

Celebrate your special
occasion with your

congregational
family.

For more information
on sponsoring a Kiddush,

please contact the
Synagogue office at

(610) 374-1763 
or email

kzsecretary@entermail.net

Keep an eye on your 
email for information 
about the November 

watch party!

to 
Rebecca Balchunas 

& Tyler Stack 
on their recent 
engagement!



Contributions to support our Synagogue are deeply appreciated. 
Whenever you wish to remember friends and loved ones, in joy or in 

sorrow, please think of the following funds. An appropriate 
acknowledgement is sent. 

 
Make your checks payable to the appropriate fund and send/bring to:

Kesher Zion Synagogue
555 Warwick Dr.

Wyomissing, PA 19610
 
 
 

KESHER ZION SYNAGOGUE GENERAL FUND .................................................................... MIN. $6.00

DR. ROBERT N. GREENBERG SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE PROGRAM-FUND .................. MIN. $18.00

KIDDUSH FUND ........................................................................................................................ MIN. $36.00

Contribute to the weekly Shabbat Kiddush Fund and your name will be listed in the Shabbat Bulletin. There will 
also be framed acknowledgment at the Kiddush in the Social Hall. 

TORAH FUND .............................................................................................................................................

Cards available for all occasions. Funds are used to support the Jewish Theological Seminary's programs and 
scholarship fund. Call Arlene Ehrlich at (610) 373-6648 to have cards sent for $5.00 each.

SIMCHA FUND ...........................................................................................................................................
Cards available for all occasions. Call Sylvia Wenger at (610) 375-3422 to have cards sent for $1.50 each or 
purchase for personal use for $1.00 each.

צדקה

Tzedakah
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Contributions can also be made through PayPal via 

www.kesherzion.org/donations
 

Yahrzeit Fund

Each week, KZ sends out reminder cards 
concerning the yahrzeits of our beloved departed 

family members and accepts donations in their 
memory. All donations are announced in the 

weekly bulletin & announced at Shabbat services. 
Some members find it convenient to pay for all of 
their yahrzeits ($5.00 minimum per name) at one 

time, only once per year. if you would like to take 
advantage of this convenient way to remember 

your loved ones and donate to KZ...

Please make your checks out to
Kesher Zion Synagogue

mail to:
Cynthia Balchunas
511 Thomas Place 

Sinking Spring, PA 19608



The deadline for 
submissions of articles 

for the
December 2022 Bulletin 
is Friday, November 18, 

2022 

To advertise your 
business or services, 

Call:
610-374-1763

Email: 
kesherzionsynagogue@ 

gmail.com

  
Board Members:  

 
Deborah Frank

 
Harvey Goldstein

 
Ann Goodman

 
Sari Incledon

 
Alan Levine

 
Lisa Levine

 
Rochelle Mann

 
Gordon Perlmutter

 
Carol Perlmutter

 
Robert Schneier

 
Michelle Taylor

 

Leadership:

President:  Susan Wilson 

Vice-President: Larry Fogelman 

Secretary: Elliott Leisawitz  

Treasurer:  Myron Kabakoff  
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Affiliated with the 
United Synagogue of 

Conservative Judaism

Susan Wilson ..........................................................................................
Betsy & Al Katz ................................................................................
Rebecca Whiteley ........................................................................................

President
Proofreaders

Editor


