
KESHER ZION MISSION 

WE ARE A CONSERVATIVE SYNAGOGUE SERVING BERKS
COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA SINCE 1929.  KESHER ZION IS

PROUD OF OUR HISTORY AS A KIND,  WELCOMING
COMMUNITY,  EAGER TO SHARE OUR LOVE OF JUDAISM

THROUGHOUT OUR AREA.  WE ARE AFFILIATED WITH THE
UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF CONSERVATIVE JUDAISM. WE

STRIVE TO BRING A LOVE OF PRAYER,  HALAKHAH, AND
LEARNING THROUGH OUR SHABBAT & HOLIDAY

SERVICES AND ADULT & YOUTH EDUCATION PROGRAMS.
WITH KNOWLEDGEABLE CLERGY,  LAY LEADERS,  AND
STAFF,  OUR CONGREGATION SHARES OUR JOYS AND

SORROWS THROUGH LIFE CYCLE EVENTS,  SERVICES AND
OTHER SPECIAL ACTIVITIES.  OUR CONGREGATION

WARMLY WELCOMES JEWISH AND INTERFAITH FAMILIES,
COUPLES AND SINGLES INTO OUR COMMUNITY.  WE ARE

EGALITARIAN IN ALL ASPECTS.  TOGETHER WE STRIVE TO
CONNECT WITH OUR LOCAL JEWISH COMMUNITY AND

THOSE LIVING IN ISRAEL.
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On Simchat Torah we completed reading from the end of the Torah and
immediately began rereading from the beginning of the Torah.  The very
first sedra of the Torah does not begin with the story of the Exodus, the
beginnings of the Israelite nation.   Nor does it  begin with the f irst man,
the beginnings of human history.   It  begins with Creation, by God - who is
beyond time and space. 

How unusual!   The f irst of November, on the Gregorian calendar,
coincides with the f irst day of Ḥeshvan, on the Jewish calendar.   The
formal name for the month is Marḥeshvan.  While the name
etymologically means “eighth month,” it  is commonly called “bitter
Ḥeshvan,” because there are no holidays or fasts this month.   But there
is a particularly bitter day this month, and it is remembered according
to its secular date: November 9th-Kristallnacht.
The Night of Broken Glass, organized by the National Socialist German
Workers '  Party in 1938 was preceded by a failed insurrection (Hitler was
convicted for incit ing this Beer Hall Putsch) and was shortly followed by
the Nazi invasion of Poland in 1939, which set the world aflame.
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The text says that Enoch walked in God’s ways.   We can, too.   I f  God
changed His mind-wanting to undo a decision, then we also can
change our mind. 
How often, after a tragedy, do people ask :  How could this have been
prevented?  What could have been done differently?  In the 1930’s
the Lutheran pastor Martin Niemöller supported the polic ies of the
Nazi party and admired Adolf Hitler.    But he changed his mind.   After
World War I I  ended, he spoke and famously wrote:

FIRST THEY CAME FOR THE SOCIALISTS, AND I DID NOT
SPEAK OUT—BECAUSE I  WAS NOT A SOCIALIST.

THEN THEY CAME FOR THE TRADE UNIONISTS, AND I DID
NOT SPEAK OUT—BECAUSE I  WAS NOT A TRADE UNIONIST.

THEN THEY CAME FOR THE JEWS, AND I DID NOT SPEAK OUT
—BECAUSE I  WAS NOT A JEW.

THEN THEY CAME FOR ME—AND THERE WAS NO ONE LEFT
TO SPEAK FOR ME.

The f irst of the Five Books of the Torah quickly accounts for the 10
generations from Adam to Noah. How precipitously has humanity’s
lot changed!  From being given Eden, a Paradise, to being on the
verge of destruction by their Creator.   Twice the text says that God
regretted what He had done: רֶץ אָ֑ בָּ דָ֖ם  אָ הָֽ אֶת־ ה֥  שָׂ עָ ־ י ֽ כִּ ׳  ה׳ חֶ֣ם  נָּ ִּ י And“ /וַ
Hashem regretted having made humankind on earth” (Gen. 6:6); י֥  כִּ
תִֽם י שִׂ עֲ י֥  כִּ י  תִּ חַ֖מְ I“ /נִ  will  blot out from the earth humankind whom I
created…for I  regret that I  made them” (Gen. 6:7).

In Washington, D.C.,  the very last thing you see as you leave the
exhibit ion space in the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum is
this quote.

 Based on what was actually happening at the t ime, in 1933 Lev
published a book entitled The German Quarter.   In it ,  he told a tale of
a scorpion and a frog.  

Wanting to cross a stream, but unable to do so himself,  a scorpion
asked a frog to carry him across.   The frog demurred saying he was
afraid the scorpion would sting and kill  him. The scorpion promised he
would not.   So, the frog took the scorpion on his back.   Halfway
across, the scorpion stung the frog, dooming them both to drown.  



People may ask how could God have allowed the Holocaust to happen. Hitler was
elected in a democratic nation. God could ask, how could people have allowed
the Holocaust to happen. 

 Serious people seek solutions to problems, not scapegoats. “Be careful with
polit ic ians for they do not befr iend a person except for their own needs” (Ethics of
the Fathers, 2:3).  Prisoners who were l iberated from the Buchenwald
concentration camp cried out against fascism with the phrase, “Never Again.”
 The anniversary of Kristallnacht will  be commemorated with a community
observance on November 7th. Election Day is November 5th.
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We all made it through the High Holidays. Special thanks go out to
the Ritual Committee, the Food Committee, and everyone who made
the High Holidays great. Specials thanks to the Cantor for all his
hard work during the High Holidays and services. For those of you
who were not in attendance or on zoom my High Holiday appeal was
for more VOLUNTEERS AND YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF KZ. These 2
are the most important issues going forward. If  you are interested in
volunteering please contact me. 

Save the date for our next Junior Congregation will be on November
16. We hope to see many of our children at services. We are also
planning a special Family Chanukah celebration on Saturday evening
December 28. Time and details to follow. We are looking for
Volunteers to make this event a wonderful evening of Celebration. 

Hope to see you at services. 

Larry 

KESHER ZION’S

Next 
Junior

Congregation

THANK YOU FOR
THE KIND WISHES

ON OUR
ANNUVERSARY

DORIS AND
ELLIOT

LEISAWITZ

THANK YOU
FOR ALL OF THE

WARM
GREETINGS ON
MY BIRTHDAY

DORIS
LEISAWITZ

LARRY
FOGELMAN
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November 16, 2024

10:30 am

THANK YOU SO MUCH
FOR ALL OF THE

BIRTHDAY WISHES

THEY REALLY MADE MY
DAY!

CAROL PERLMUTTER



ATTENTION ALL PARENTS
IF YOUR CHILD IS OR IS PLANNING ON ATTENDING A LOCAL HEBREW

SCHOOL PLEASE CONTACT
 SUE WILSON

WEXLER718@HOTMAIL.COM
REGARDING KZ TUITION REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM

YOUR PARAGRAPH TEXTLEARN THE COLORS IN HEBREW 
AND WIN A PRIZE 

See Morah Susan for Details
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KESHER ZION

Youth Events
Synagogue Skills & Chinuch

Ages 8-10 Meets Thursdays from 3:30 PM-4:30 PM 
 2 classes per month, approximately

 Ages 11-13 Meets Tuesdays from 3:30 PM-4:30 PM
  weekly

Junior Congregation
 Held once a month, usually the 3rd Shabbat

  (Sticker Board for attendance)

Family Service (for Adults and Youth)
 Saturday, January 18, 2025

Synagogue Skills

11/7,11/21, 12/5, 12/19,
 12/28 KZ Congregational Chanukkah

 Candle Lighting 
 1/18/2025 Family Service

Ages 11-13

 11/5, 11/12, 11/29, 11/26
 12/28 KZ Congregational Chanukkah

 Candle Lighting 
 1/18/2025 Family Service

Ages 8-10
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HANUKKAH
PARTY

SATURDAY. EVENING 
DECEMBER 28TH
555 WARWICK DR.

S A V E  T H E  D A T E

KESHER ZION

MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW
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Little Moishie Rubin was caught by his teacher Mrs. Goldenberg using a bad word. 
"Moishie," Mrs. Goldenberg said, "you shouldn't use that kind of language. Where did
you hear it?"
 "My Abba said it," Moishie responded.
 "Well, it doesn't matter," explained the teacher, "you don't even know what it
means."

 "I do, so!" Moishie corrected. "It means the car won't start."
 

A LITTLE
LAUGHTER
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A celebrated Orthodox rabbi gets to heaven and an
angel takes him to a banquet that has been
prepared in his honor. “We will serve you the most
tender meat, the juiciest fish, and fragrant wine,”
the angel tells him.
 “But who was the Mashgiach for this meal?” the
rabbi asks. 
Ah,” says the angel. “In your honor, God was the
Mashgiach.”
“Thanks,” says the rabbi. “But I’ll just stick with
the fish.”

Three young boys were walking on the sidewalk arguing over
whose Daddy was the greatest.
David said, "My Dad is the greatest because he is rich stock
broker on Wall Street."

Michael said, "That’s nothing. My Daddy is a politician and he
".says he’s the most powerful man around

Moishie said, "That's nothing, my Dad is a rabbi, and he owns
hell.”
“How can you own hell?” asked the other boys.
“Well my Dad came home last night and told my mom that the
Shul Board gave it to him!"

LAUGHTER IS GOOD FOR YOUR HEALTH



Am Yisroel Chai

 I f  you can translate this t itle
(The People of Israel Live) you

can thank a Hebrew school
teacher, rabbi or lay leader.

 I  know we have been asked to
donate to Israel in her hour of

great need since the horrif ic
attack by Hamas on October 7,

2023. We have seen protests
world-wide against the state of
Israel. And most unfortunately,
some of our own Jewish people

have rall ied against Israel. Why?
They are ignorant of history and
the true struggles of the Jewish

people. The Torah Fund of
Conservative Judaism is also

asking for your f inancial
donations to help educate our

future Jewish teachers and
clergy. We must insure that
future generations learn our
history in order to work for

Israel ’s survival!

 “Am Yisroel Chai” is an
expression of Jewish solidarity for

the Jewish nation and the
continuity of the Jewish people.

 All contributions to the Torah
Fund are welcome; a special

donation of $180 will be thanked
with a pin saying, “Am Yisroel
Chai”.  Please include a Torah

Fund donation with your Kesher
Zion dues payment.

 Remember Torah Fund all year
with the purchase of cards for all

occasions: Simchas, births,
condolences and congratulation.
The cost of a card is only $5 and

this includes the postage and
mail ing.

Call Arlene Ehrl ich: 610-373-
6648

A DONATION WAS MADE
TO KESHER ZION IN

MEMORY OF SID BRATT
BY

LEONARD & PATRICIA
PIETRUSYNSKI

ANDI & BILL FRANKLIN

TORAH FUND
2024-2025

THESE ARE ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS MADE
TO THE HIGH HOLIDAYS THAT WERE NOT

INCLUDED IN THE OCTOBER BULLETIN
CAROL GREENBERG

DAVID KAY
SUE WILSON

BRYAN FINKEL
GARY MINTZ
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God of Israel,
Beneficent sovereign of all Creation,

enable us now
to have true faith

and to pray and to call out to You
with plea after plea,

so that our cry might rise
to the very Gates of Mercy,

to Mercy itself.
And all reality shall be turned around

so that relief, rescue, and life
may be the lot of those young men,
Ya’akov Naftali ben Rahel (Frenkel),

Gil-ad Micha’el ben Bat-Galim (Shaar)
and Eyal ben Iris Teshura (Yifrach).

Act on their behalf, Lord,
take up their cause without delay,

and may You grant them life and blessing
forevermore.   

So may it be Your will,
and let us say: Amen.

רָאֵל אֵל אֱלהֵֹי יִשְֹ
יו ל מַעֲשָֹ מֶלֶךְ ֹשֶרַחֲמָיו עַל כָּ

עֵת הַזאֹּת נוּ בָּ ן בָּ תֵּ
ת אֱמונָּהֹֹ הְיהֶ בָנוּ מִדַּ שֶתִּ
ל וְנִתְחַנֵּן אַחֲרֶיךָ לֵּ וְנִתְפַּ

חִנָּה, חִנָּה אַחַר תְּ תְּ
ּ שַוְעָתֵנו עֲלֶה ֹ שֶתַּ דֵי ֹ כְּ

שַעַר הַחֶסֶד וְתָבאֹ עַד מְקוֹם ֹ
ת הַחֶסֶד. עַד נְקֻדַּ

ּ ך אֶת הַכּלֹ לְמַעַן יבָאֹו ותְּהַפֵּ
עַרִים ִּים לַנְּ לָה וְחַי רֶוַח וְהַצָּ

ן רָחֵל (פְרֶנְקֶל) לִי בֶּ יעֲַקבֹ נַפְתָּ
ת גַּלִים (ֹשַעַאר) ן בַּ יל-עַד מִיכָאֵל בֶּ גִּ

ן אִירִיס תּשֹורָּה (יִפְרָח). אֶילָ בֶּ
ּ ה לְמַעַנָם אֱלהֵֹינו עֲשֵֹ
ה וְאַל תְאַחֵר עֲשֵֹ

ּ וְהוֹשִיעֵם אֱלהֵֹי יִֹשְעֵנו
ִּים ובְּרָכָה עַד הָעוֹלָם. נְחִילֵם חַי ה תַּ וְאַתָּ

וְכֵן יְהִי רָצוֹן וְנאֹמַר אָמֵן.

Prayer for Safe Return of Kidnapped Israelis
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Contact Us
Kesher Zion Synagogue

555 Warwick Drive
Wyomissing, Pa. 19610

Office: (610) 374-1763
Fax: (610) 927-1763

kesherzionoffice@gmail.com
visit us on the web at
www.kesherzion.org

Office hours:
Mon-Wed-Fri

10:00am-3:00pm

Affliated with the United Synagogue
of Conservative Judaism

Cantor Ted Prosnitz.............Clergy
Larry Fogelman..............President
Susan Weiss...........................Editor

Call the office for advertising
information.

The deadline for submissions
of articles for the

Dec. Bulletin is Wednesday,
Nov. 13, 2024

To advertise your business or services 
Contact KZ Office : 610-374-1763

Email: kesherzionoffice@gmail.com



YARZEIT  FUND EACH WEEK ,  KZ  SENDS  OUT  REMINDER  CARDS  CONCERNING THE
YAHRZEITS  OF  OUR BELOVED DEPARTED  FAMILY  MEMBERS  AND ACCEPTS

DONATIONS  IN  THEIR  MEMORY .  ALL  DONATIONS  ARE  ANNOUNCED AT  SHABBAT
SERVICES .  SOME MEMBERS  FIND  IT  CONVENIENT  TO  PAY  FOR ALL  OF  THEIR

YAHRZEITS (  $5  MINIMUM PER  NAME)  AT  ONE  TIME ,  ONLY  ONCE  PER  YEAR .  IF  YOU
WOULD LIKE  TO  TAKE  ADVANTAGE  OF  THIS  CONVENIENT  WAY  TO  REMEMBER  LOVED

ONES  AND TO DONATE  TO  KZ . . . . . . . .

CONTR IBUT IONS 	 TO 	 SUPPORT 	OUR 	 SYNAGOGUE 	ARE 	DEEPLY 	APPREC IATED .
WHENEVER 	 YOU 	WI SH 	TO 	REMEMBER 	 FR I ENDS 	AND 	 LOVED 	ONES , 	 I N 	 JOY 	OR 	 IN

SORROW, 	 P LEASE 	 TH INK 	OF 	 THE 	 FOLLOWING 	 FUNDS . 	 AN 	APPROPR IATE
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 	 I S 	 S ENT . 	MAKE 	 YOUR 	 CHECKS 	 PAYABLE 	 TO 	THE 	APPROPR IATE

FUND 	AND 	 SEND/BR ING 	TO ; 	 KESHER 	 Z ION 	 SYNAGOGUE
	 555 	WARWICK 	DR IVE 	WYOMISS ING , 	 PA 	 19610

KESHER ZION GENERAL  FUND . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .MIN .  $6  
DR .  ROBERT  N .  GREENBERG SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE  PROGRAM FUND . . . . . .MIN .  $ 18  

KIDDUSH FUND . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .MIN .  $36

CONTRIBUTE  TO  THE  WEEKLY  SHABBAT  KIDDUSH FUND AND YOUR
NAME WILL  BE  L ISTED  IN  THE  SHABBAT  BULLETIN .  THERE  WILL
ALSO BE  A  FRAMED ACKNOWLEDGMENT  AT  THE  KIDDUSH IN  THE

SOCIAL  HALL

TORAH FUND
Cards available for all

occasions. Funds are used to
support the Jewish

Theological Seminaries
Programs and Scholoarship
Funds. Call Arlene Ehrlich at

(610) 373-6648 to have cards
sent for $5 each.

S I M C H A  F U N D  C A R D S
A V A I L A B L E  F O R  A L L

O C C A S I O N S  C A L L
S Y L V I A  W E N G E R  A T

( 6 1 0 )  3 7 5 - 3 4 2 2  T O  H A V E
C A R D S  S E N T  F O R  $ 1 . 5 0

E A C H  O R  F O R
P U R C H A S E  F O R

P E R S O N A L  U S E  F O R  $ 1
E A C H

צדקה



HAPPY THANKSGIVING
 FROM YOUR 

KESHER ZION FAMILY


