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Kesher Zion Mission Statement: Kesher Zion Synagogue seeks to encourage the
involvement of its members and create a special sense of belonging, while
stressing the joy within Judaism. Our egalitarian synagogue is committed to
meeting the religious, social, educational, and cultural needs of its members within
the framework of the Conservative Movement. Kesher Zion Synagogue also
recognizes its responsibilities to provide a public place of worship, to observe
Jewish life cycle events, and to support the local community and the State of
Israel.

Kesher Zion Synagogue
555 Warwick Drive
Wyomissing, PA 19610
610-374-1763
www.kesherzion.org
Committed to meeting the
religious, social, and
educational needs of its
members within the
framework of the
Conservative movement.
- Kesher Zion Synagogue
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The Prez Sez

Susan Wilson

The older I get, the more I seem to reflect on my past, my present and my future. I look back at my
parents and grandparents - not just their lives but how they lived them. What influenced them and
what actions and influences of theirs, helped to make me who I am today.
Never would these thoughts have crossed my mind as a child or teenager. The only thoughts were
of having fun and what was best for me. When I have children I will never let them – I will allow
them to…(famous last words).
And then we start to mature and realize, the world isn’t just about us. It’s about those around us.
Not just those we know and love but helping and caring for those we don’t as well. We never had a lot of money but we
were rich beyond belief in so many other ways. Our home was always open to friends and family and even if they had just
met us and were in our home for the first time, my parents made everyone feel welcome and loved and a part of our family.
My grandparents came from Russia and Poland and of course were from a different generation and mindset. Mostly things
were black and white but even with the rigidity, there was a softness in their souls that showed in their smiles and hugs unless I accidentally turned the light on during Shabbat. That look will forever be engrained in my mind. But even then,
they realized that things change, times change and loving me was more important than the accidental turning on of a light
switch – even on Shabbat.
My parents were always so positive, even though my father came down with an unknown illness at the age of 33 which
eventually left him a paraplegic. Not in their game plans. Three children at home (again, all of whom were only thinking
of fun, games and their own pleasures), lots of doctors appointments from New Jersey to Boston, schlepping my father
into his wheelchair and getting him to work (while he could still work) and coming home, making us dinner and still running bingo games to pay off the synagogue mortgage and fund it’s Hebrew School. Oh and did I mention she was also
sisterhood president and president of Hadassah? Not once do I remember her complaining. She once said to me ‘If someone could promise me my complaining would make daddy well again and everything would be okay, I will complain night
and day. Can anyone promise me that?’ No. No one could promise her that. She adjusted – and life for all of us was
good. It was beyond good. It was blessed.
I took those lessons from my parents. Life doesn’t always go the way we want it to and that’s okay. It’s not always about
us. We need to learn from our adversities and judgements in error we may have once made. It’s what makes us stronger
and more understanding. It’s what makes us better people. It’s what makes us human beings.
‘I would never let my children’ – I learned if it didn’t really matter, I let them.
‘I will allow my children to’ – I learned that children need structure, so I didn’t always allow them to do whatever it was I
said I would allow them to do when I didn’t have a clue about raising children – or life in general.
I grew, I matured, I learned to adjust. Just as my grandparents and parents did before me. And I look at my children now
and I couldn’t be prouder. They too have learned to adjust. Life can be so much sweeter for ourselves and everyone in
our lives if we would just realize life is short and we need to cherish every moment and not sweat every little thing.
Thank you to my parents and grandparents for teaching me how important life really is.
I hope everyone stays safe during this time and of course, continue to be happy and healthy and of course, adjust.

Susan Wilson, KZ President
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KZ February 2022 Calendar

FEBRUARY 2022
SHEVAT– ADAR 1, 5782
KZ will be holding In-person and Virtual services on Saturday mornings at 9:30 You can still attend
services via Zoom. Minyan led by Cantor Wartell will continue on Zoom the first and third Thursday
of every month at 7:30pm via Zoom
DATE

HEBREW DATE

SERVICE

TIME

Thursday, February 3

2 Adar 1

Adult Ed - Religion & Film

7:00 PM

Thursday, February 3

2 Adar 1

Minyan

7:30 PM

Saturday, February 5

4 Adar 1

KZ morning services
with Cantor Wartell

9:30 AM

Thursday, February 10

9 Adar 1

Adult Ed - Religion & Film

7:00 PM

Saturday, February 12

11 Adar 1

KZ morning services

9:30 AM

Thursday, February 17

16 Adar 1

Adult Ed - Religion & Film

7:00 PM

Thursday, February 17

16 Adar 1

Minyan

7:30 PM

Saturday, February 19

18 Adar 1

KZ morning services

9:30 AM

Monday, February 21

20 Adar 1

KZ Office Closed

President’s Day

Thursday, February 24

23 Adar 1

Adult Ed - Religion & Film

7:00 PM

Saturday, February 26

25 Adar 1

KZ morning services
with Cantor Wartell

9:30 AM
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Mazel Tov
Mazel Tov Cantor Wartell!
The Jewish Theological Seminary of America is honoring Kesher Zion’s
Cantor Kevin Wartell.
Cantor Kevin will receive his honorary doctoral degree in a ceremony
which will take place on February 2, 2022 in New York.
The JTS extends this award to only a select group of cantors to recognize
their important achievements and excellence in leadership.
This will be Cantor Wartell’s second honorary doctorate as he was
awarded his first in April, 2010 from the Hebrew Union College – Jewish
Institute of Religion.
Congratulations Cantor Wartell. It is an honor well deserved.
Kesher Zion BOD

MAZEL TOV
To Carole & Michael Robinson on the birth of their
granddaughter, Brooks Acadia Shipe
To Susan Wilson on the birth of her grandson,
Paxton James Chabin
To Sue & Mike Farrara on the birth of their grandson,
Landon James Farrara

WINTER WEATHER
For current Kesher Zion
bad weather closings:
Call the office
(610) 374-1763
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Torah Fund Campaign
Five Wonderful Reasons To Support Torah Fund

Sponsor a
Kiddush

I have written about Torah Fund for many years. I have asked all of you to
give whatever donations you could to support this facet of The Jewish Theological Society for Conservative Judaism. This year is no different. The only difference is that COVID-19 has changed the way we look at the world and life. Torah Fund Campaigning has taken a pause and will not have a new theme or a
gift pin. They are continuing the B’Yachad (together) Campaign as we are all
still “in this together” and our goals and needs have not changed.
The Women’s League for Conservative Judaism has sent me material to help
in my solicitations. Since there is no point in changing their words I am unashamedly passing them along to you:

Celebrate your
special occasion
with your
congregational
family.
For more
information on
sponsoring a
Kiddush...
please contact the
Synagogue office
at: (610) 374-1763
or email:

Reason #5: It’s an opportunity to continue to demonstrate your commitment to
our work in helping provide quality education, resources and scholarships at our
Jewish institutions of higher education.
Reason #4: Your donation shows your gratitude for the ways our rabbis, cantors, educators, professors, social workers, Jewish professionals and camp staff
continued to provide essential care, services, training and guidance to our Jewish communities throughout the pandemic.
Reason #3: The costs of quality education continue to rise and many academic
institutions cut budgets and resources. Your gift will help to maintain excellence
in Jewish education and in the development of our future leaders.
Reason #2: When you give to Torah Fund you are in sync with caring individuals who value knowledge and learning and recognize the importance of equipping our future generation with leadership skills.
And the #1 reason: Your contribution helps fortify the Jewish people and ensure
our bright future.
So I am asking you to add a donation to The Torah Fund when your New
Year dues statement to Kesher Zion arrives.
Please help by giving!
Wishing you all a Happy, Healthy, COVID-free New Year
Arlene Ehrlich
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Thank you Notes– Condolences

THANK YOU NOTES

Thank you for all of the wonderful Anniversary wishes
~ Andi & Bill Franklin

Your call is very important to us !
If your reach our answering machine, we are either on
the other line, at a meeting, or stepped out for a break.
Please leave a message and we will get back to you
as soon as possible. If you have an emergency that
can’t wait, and you cannot reach us during or after
business hours, call:
Cantor Kevin Wartell at 484-239-3414
Note: Regular office hours are
9am-3pm Monday -Friday

We would like to thank
everyone for the anniversary
wishes!

During COVID-19 we will be working both in the office
and remotely. Kindly call the office to notify us before
coming in: 610-374-1763

~Beth & Bob Caster

Many thanks to the
Irvin G. and Beatrice M. Shaffer
Fund of Berks County
Community Foundation for the
Grant in Support of the KZ
Cemetery Fund.

KZ Google Group KZ uses Google groups to email weekly information, such as our weekly Shabbat Bulletin
(Catch-Up Flier). We also use this platform to
email updates, events, announcements,
etc.
If you are currently not receiving emails from
our group, please let us know if you would
like to be added. Email: kesherzionoffice@gmail.com
KZ Website: www.kesherzion.org Facebook Page:
Lenore Meyerson
KZ Bulletin Editor
kzsecretary@entermail.net
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TODAH RABAH
Our warmest thanks are
extended to those who
have contributed to the
following funds:
General Fund:
Mazel Tov to Cantor Wartell in honor
of his honorary doctoral degree from
the JTS
~ Doris & Elliott Leisawitz
~ Karen & Myron Kabakoff
Mazel Tov to Beth & Bob Caster on
the birth of their grandson, Everett
Shai Caster
~Doris & Elliott Leisawitz
~ Andi & Bill Franklin
~ Karen & Myron Kabakoff
Mazel Tov to Sue & Mike Farrara on
the birth of their grandson, Landon
James Farrara
~ Debbie, David, Scott, Mark, & Abby Goldberg
Mazel Tov to Jan & Jonathan Simon
on the birth of their grandson, Grant
Benjamin Simon
~Doris & Elliott Leisawitz
~Andi & Bill Franklin
~ Karen & Myron Kabakoff
Mazel Tov to Carole & Mike Robinson
on the birth of their granddaughter,
Brooks Acadia Shipe
~ Andi & Bill Franklin
~ Karen & Myron Kabakoff
Happy Anniversary to Beth & Bob
Caster
~ Andi & Bill Franklin
To Susan Wilson on the birth of her
grandson, Paxton James Chabin
~ Debbie, David, Scott, Mark,
& Abby Goldberg
~ Karen & Myron Kabakoff

Adult Education Winter 2022
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Adult Education Winter 2022
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Contact Us

Affiliated with the United Synagogue of
Conservative Judaism

Kesher Zion
Synagogue
555 Warwick Drive
Wyomissing, PA 19610

Kevin D. Wartell ……………...………………………………………….......Cantor

Office: (610) 374-1763
Fax: (610) 927-1763

Susan Wilson……...………………………………….………………….....President

kzsecretary@entermail.net

Dr. Jennifer Koosed........................……...…………....Educational Chair

Betsy & Al Katz…………..…...…………………………………..…..Proofreaders
Lenore Meyerson…………………….……………………………...……...….Editor

Visit us on the web at
www.kesherzion.org

Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday
9:00a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Call the office for advertising information
The deadline for submission of articles for the
March 2022 Bulletin is Monday, February 7, 2022
To advertise your business or services Contact KZ Office: 610-374-1763
Email: kzsecretary@entermail.net

Yahrzeit Fund 5782
Yahrzeit Fund 5782
Each week, KZ sends out reminder cards concerning the yahrzeits of our beloved departed family
members and accepts donations in their memory.
All donations are announced in the weekly bulletin
& announced at Shabbat services. Some members
find it convenient to pay for all of their yahrzeits
($5.00 minimum per name) at one time only once
per year. Please send your checks made out to
Kesher Zion Synagogue to Cynthia Balchunas,
511 Thomas Place Sinking Spring PA 19608 if
you would like to take advantage of this convenient
way to remember your loved ones and donate to
KZ.

Minyan will be held only on
the first and third Thursday of
every month at 7:30pm
via Zoom
Check weekly emails and
website for updates
www.kesherzion.org

