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Kesher Zion Mission Statement:  Kesher Zion Synagogue seeks to encourage the involvement of its members and create a special sense of 
belonging, while stressing the joy within Judaism.  Our egalitarian synagogue is committed to meeting the religious, social, educational, 
and cultural needs of its members within the framework of the Conservative Movement.  Kesher Zion Synagogue also recognizes its 
responsibilities to provide a public place of worship, to observe Jewish life cycle events, and to support the local community and the State 
of Israel.    

KZ Celebrates Chanukah 5772 
 

SAVE THE DATES 
 
 

Celebrate Chanukah with Kesher Zion 
 

Saturday, December 24th 
Shabbat Lunch and Learn: 

“Miracles in Everyday Life” 
Come learn what our tradition teaches 

about finding miracles 
in our day-to-day lives 

Shabbat Chanukah services at 9:30a.m. 
Lunch & Learn at noon 

 
Tuesday, December 27th 

Chanukah Candle-lighting, dinner,  
worship, singing, and much more! 

Let’s light up the dark with our full  
menorahs on the last night  

of Chanukah! 
Festivities begin at 6:00p.m. 

KZ Adult Education 
Come join us for Adult Education at 
Kesher Zion with Rabbi Bromberg 

 
Wednesdays, November 2nd & 16th 
1:00-2:30 p.m. in the Rabbi’s study 

“Walking with Justice” 
A text study on a variety of Jewish 

sources on the topic of Jewish  
approaches to social justice. 

 
Wednesdays, November 30th and  

December 7th & 14th 
7:00-9:00 p.m. in the KZ Library 

“Shir Hadash: Singing New Songs for 
Healing and Recovery” 

Using techniques of singing and  
songwriting to explore what singing a 

new song, a shir hadash can offer us in 
bringing more healing and wholeness 
into our lives.  No previous singing or 
songwriting experience is necessary. 

All voices are welcome!!! 
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RABBI MINNA BROMBERG 

 

The High Holy Days are behind us for 5772, but I wanted to take this space to reflect on one of my favorite 
things about being with you for Rosh HaShana and Yom Kippur.  I love meeting people who grew up at 
Kesher Zion and have now “flown the nest” to many different corners of the world -- the alumni of Kesher 
Zion. 
 
We sometimes lament the fact that many people who grow up at Kesher Zion move on to larger cities or larger 
Jewish communities.  We look at the empty seats in our sanctuary and wonder where they have all 
gone.  Sometimes, certainly, we see in those empty seats the many friends and family members who have 
died.  Those losses are real. 
 
But when I actually get to meet people who grew up at Kesher Zion and now have children and grandchildren 
(and sometimes great-grandchildren!) of their own, I see a different picture.  I get a sense of KZ as an  
incubator: teaching and nurturing people at critical stages in their lives and sending them out into the world.  I 
get to hear about the rabbis and cantors and educators in whose footsteps I am now walking.  I get to hear 
about softball games and Hebrew School high jinx.  I get to hear about friendships lasting across the  
generations and people who met their spouses right here in the Kesher Zion sanctuary.  And most important, I 
get to hear about the values that growing up at Kesher Zion have instilled in our alumni -- Jewish values that 
they carry with them no matter where they live. 
 
So far, I have met our far-flung alumni primarily at the High Holy Days or at family life cycle events.  And 
this would all be simple nostalgia but for one thing: I believe we can still connect with our alumni both near 
and far.  And I believe that, living in the digital age as we do, such connections have never been easier to make 
and to foster.  So, even though most of you are reading this printed on paper and mailed to you via “snail 
mail,” I will also be posting it on Kesher Zion’s Facebook page.  Yes, we do have a Kesher Zion Facebook 
page! 
 
Together, we can turn the fact that our alumni have spread out all over the place into an asset: imagine what all 
those folks may have learned in their new Jewish communities that we might want to know.  Imagine the new 
perspectives and new stories that they might share with us if we can make a connection with them.  We can 
share what Kesher Zion still has to offer and we can certainly benefit from hearing from and staying connected 
with our alumni. 
 
So, if you yourself are on Facebook, please go ahead and “friend” me and “like” Kesher Zion.  If you know 
that your children, grandchildren, cousins and the like are on Facebook, send them our way and send us their 
email addresses so we can keep in touch.  (If you have no idea what I am talking about, but would like to, go 
ahead and show this page to a kid and have them help you get yourself on Facebook.) 
 
Kesher Zion has launched hundreds of alumni into the world.  We love to see alumni when they visit, but we 
can also use the tools that this digital age offers us to foster a vibrant alumni community no matter where they 
have landed.  

 Your synagogue is eager to serve you.  Rabbi Bromberg can be reached directly at  
484-723-3104 or by e-mail at kzrabbi@entermail.net 
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A MITZVAH IS A BEAUTIFUL THING 
This year’s TORAH FUND theme is “Hiddur Mitzvah”.  This is the concept of embellishing a mitzvah 
through aesthetics.  With enhancement and adornment, the mitzvot appeal to the senses and the heart, and  
sacred objects and activities become even more precious.  Saying Kiddush over holiday wine is a beautiful act:  
a magnificent silver cup refines and perfects the experience.  Ark covers and Torah mantles have been  
embellished with needlework in Italy and Prague in the 17th century and at Kesher Zion in the 20th century.  
These touches of adornment are just a little something extra to add meaning to the rituals and our daily life. 
 
The pomegranate imagery of this year’s TORAH FUND pin has multilayered meaning.  In addition to being 
beautiful, pomegranates are one of the bountiful fruits of Israel.  The Hebrew word for pomegranates is 
“Rimmonim” and this word is the term used for the silver adornments on the wooden rollers of the Torah 
scrolls. 
 
May the coming year of Sisterhood and TORAH FUND be a blessing, both 
beautiful and practical, to one and all. 
 
Remember, all occasion TORAH FUND cards are available .  The complete 
fee of $4.00 includes personal notes, addressing, postage and mailing.  Please 
call:  Arlene Ehrlich at 610-373-6648 
 
Any donation to TORAH FUND is appreciated with your Sisterhood dues. 
A special donation of $180 merits the magnificent Hiddur Mitzvah 
(Pomegranate) Pin. 

 
For Christmas Dinner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, December 25, 2011 from 9:30 a.m. to  
1:00 p.m. to help serve meals in the Soup Kitchen 

 
Please contact Gayle at the KZ synagogue 

610.374.1763 or email  
kzbookkeeper@entermail.net 

 

 
Attention Hebrew School parents.  In the event of 
bad weather please use the following procedure to 
see if Religious School at the RCOS or Hebrew 
School at KZ are canceled. 
 
For Religious School at RCOS 
call 610-375-6034  
for updated information. 
 
For Hebrew School at KZ call 
610-374-1763  
for updated information, or  
listen to Y102, or log on to  
www.wfmz.com 
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The inaugural Dr. Robert N. Greenberg Scholar-in-Residence Program will take place December  
second and third. We are pleased to welcome  Dr. Saul P. Wachs as our esteemed scholar for the 
weekend. Dr. Wachs' presentations will be based on the theme of "Prayer and  
Modernity". 
  
Dr. Wachs is the Rosaline B. Feinstein Professor of Education and Liturgy, Director of the Doctoral 
Program in Jewish Education and Chair of the Education Department of Gratz College.    
  
A native of Philadelphia, Dr. Wachs holds undergraduate and graduate degrees in education, Jewish 
education and Jewish music from Gratz College, Temple University, the Jewish Theological  
Seminary and Ohio State University. He has also pursued graduate work at Bank Street College, 
Teachers College, Columbia University and the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. In 1989, the  
Jewish Theological Seminary awarded Dr. Wachs the degree of Doctor of Pedagogy, Honoris Causa. 
  
Dr. Wachs has taught or lectured at The Academy of Jewish Religion, American University,  
American Jewish University, Baltimore Hebrew University, Bar Ilan University, Florida  
International University, George Washington University, Hebrew College, Hebrew Union College, 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Jewish Theological Seminary, LaSalle University, McAlester  
College, Reconstuctionist Rabbinical College, Schechter Institute for Jewish Studies,Tel Aviv  
University, University of Pennsylvania and Villanova  
University. 
  
Author of over seventy publications, Dr. Wachs is a highly 
sought after lecturer who has presented to almost 400  
communities on five continents .............. and now we are so 
pleased to be able to welcome him to Kesher Zion on  
December 2nd and 3rd. 
 
The overall theme of our learning with Dr. Wachs will be  
“Prayer and Modernity”.  Dr. Wachs will teach on the  
following topics: 
“The Dignity of Words” (Friday evening), “Discovering  
the Shema” (Shabbat morning), and “Healing the Self” 
(Saturday evening). 
  
Please watch the mail for your personal invitation and the  
weekend schedule of events. 
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Begin your Chanukah Shopping at… 
 

THE KESHER ZION JUDAICA SHOP 
   
 

Gifts for all ages!                 Menorahs!                           Dreidels! 
  
                  Gift wrap and candles!         Chanukah Gelt! 
 

 
Open Wednesdays from 4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. or call Esther Strauss  

at (610) 779-5083 for an appointment 

CHANUKAH BLESSINGS 
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Thank you to the mystery person(s) who cleaned the 

torah silver for the High Holidays 
 

Thank you to Carol Perlmutter for the new white 
reader’s table covers for the main sanctuary and the 

chapel.  Carol donated these in memory of  
Shoshana and Dan Tannenbaum. 

 
Many thanks to Dr. Jennifer Koosed for donating a 

copy of her book, Gleaning Ruth, to the  
Kesher Zion library 

 
Thank you to Rhoda Rosenberg’s family for  

sponsoring her birthday kiddush on  
Saturday, November 19, 2011.  

 
 

 
Sincere thank you for our Birthday Leagrams 

 ~Esther & Alan Strauss 
 

Bob & Shirley Kauffman want to thank their friends 
for the cards, flowers, food, contributions and good 
wishes to Shirley after her surgery.  We also want to 

thank everyone for the Leagrams and cards  
wishing us a Happy Anniversary.  

RHOADS  
MEMORIALS 

 
Cemetery Memorials, Bronze Plaques, 

Stone Cutting & Cleaning 
 

Office-Same as  
LAURELDALE 

CEMETERY 
 

Richard H. Rhoads, Jr. 
4631 Pottsville Pike, Reading, PA 19605 
Phone: (610) 921-3240 
Cell: (484) 269-1783 
Email: RRHOADSJR@COMCAST.NET 

 
WINTER WEATHER 

CANCELLATIONS 
 

For current Kesher Zion  
 bad weather closings: 

Call the office (610) 374-1763 
Listen to Y102 

Log on to www.wfmz.com 
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1. The candles in your Menorah should be placed in a straight row, since no day of Chanukah is superior to 
another.  Only the Shammos, the kindler and guardian of the lights, the 9th candle, should stand higher than 
the others. 

2. The Chanukah lights should be kindled immediately after Maariv (evening service).  However, if that is 
not possible, they may be kindled at any time during the night. 

3. This is the proper way to light the candles:  On the first night place one candle in the Menorah at the  
 extreme right.  On the other seven nights:  Place the candles in the Menorah from right to left, adding one 
 each night.  Light the Shammos.  With it light the candle on the left first, so that on each night the new 
 candle is given a special welcome by being lit first. 

In short:  Place – right to left 
     Light – left to right 

4. Before lighting the Chanukah candles each night, two Brachot are recited.  The first Bracha refers to the 
commandment to light the candles and the second to the miracles which happened in connection with the 
first Chanukah.  In addition to these two, a third Bracha “Shehecheyanu” is said on the first night, in which 
we thank God that we have lived to celebrate this holiday.  These benedictions can be found in any  

 complete siddur.  After the candles are lit, it is the popular custom to sing or recite Haneros Halalu and 
 Maoz Tzur, and after that other Chanukah songs that you know and which can be found in the siddur. 
5. The lights should be lit before anyone, child or adult, goes to sleep and should burn for at least half an 

hour.  The Menorah should be placed in the window for public view if possible. 
6. Men, women and children may kindle the Menorah.  It is a good custom to have a separate lamp for each 

member of the family, so that each person may light his own.  This is particularly recommended for the 
children. 

7. On Friday night the Chanukah lights are lit before the Sabbath candles.  At the conclusion of the  
 Sabbath, the Chanukah lamp is lit after Havdalah. 
8. Decorate your home and rejoice on Chanukah, taking time to sing songs, exchange gifts, and tell the  
 stories of this Jewish festival. 

LAWS OF CHANUKAH 

Inasmuch as the ceremony of the kindling of the lights is the most significant phase of Chanukah, it  
should be observed in the spirit of reverence and solemnity. 

 
The lights should be kindled as soon after nightfall as possible.   

However, every effort should be made to see to it that all members of the family are present at the ceremony of 
the lighting of the candles.  Not only the men, but women and children as well may kindle the Chanukah light. 

 
Light the “shamash” candle first.  This is then used to light the other candles.  On the first evening of  

Chanukah, one candle is kindled.  It is placed on the far right as you face the menorah.  On the second night 
and on each succeeding night, the candle for that particular evening, which is to the left, is lighted first. 

 
On Friday, the Chanukah candles are kindled before the lighting of the Sabbath  

candles, and on Saturday night, the Chanukah candles are kindled after “Havdalah”, which marks the  
conclusion of the Sabbath. 

 
This year Chanukah starts on Tuesday evening, December 20, 2011.  The Shamash candle is to be used  

each night to light the Chanukah candles. 

HOW TO LIGHT CHANUKAH CANDLES 
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 TODAH RABAH 
   Our warmest thanks are extended to those  
  who have contributed to the following funds: 

JOSEPH M. RAVITZ LIBRARY 
FUND: 
To Carol Greenberg & Family in 
memory of Bob Greenberg 
 ~Hilda Gernsheimer 
To the Library Fund in memory of 
Joseph M. Ravitz 
 ~Eugene Goodwein 
KESHER ZION GENERAL 
FUND: 
To Carol Greenberg & Family in 
memory of Bob Greenberg 
  

 
Jewish Reading & Berks County 

Book by Arcadia Press 
 

If anyone would like to purchase a 
copy of this book please contact the 

JCC at 610.921.0624. 
 

A limited quantity of books will be 
on sale for $18.00 until December 
21, 2011 (A great Chanukah gift) 

and $21.99 after that date. 
 

The proceeds of the book will 
benefit the Jewish Federation of 
Reading and the Laboratory for 

Public Scholarship and Democracy 
@ Penn State Berks. 

 
Any questions please contact Jayne 

Kleinman at the JCC. 
 

610.921.0624 or 
jfrjaynek@comcast.net 

KESHER ZION GENERAL 
FUND: 

   ~Esther & Alan Strauss 
 ~Michael & Margaret  
   Bromberg 
 ~Helen Cook 
 ~Jerome & Patricia Toney 
 ~Karen & Lee Meyers 
 ~Ron & Sharon Berman 
To Tammy Mitgang in honor of a 
Happy New Year to all 
 ~Grace Mitgang 
 

 
ATTENTION 
SNOWBIRDS 

 
The office is updating  

our records!  
Please call or email us with  

your correct address  
before you leave town  

this winter.  
610-374-1763 or email at  

kzsecretary@entermail.net              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KESHER ZION GENERAL 
FUND: 
To Warren & Jan Prince, thank you 
for your kindness 
 ~Betsy & Al Katz 
Get well to Marcia Gross for a 
speedy recovery 
 ~Betsy & Al Katz 
 
 

 
 
 
 

TREE OF LIFE 
 
 
 
 
 

The following has been added to the  
Tree of Life 

 
BRADY CHASE KOPE 

Born on June 9, 2011   
7 SIVAN 5771 

Son of Steven & Amy Kope 
Grandson of Eileen Kope 

 
From 

Bubbe Eileen Kope 

Kristallnacht -  Christ Episcopal Church 435 Court Street, Reading 
Wednesday, November 9, 2011 - Circle of Light 6:30 p.m. Service 7:00 p.m. 

 
Christ Episcopal Church and Trinity Lutheran Church extend an invitation to attend and participate in an  
interfaith liturgy to commemorate Kristallnacht.  The purpose of the interfaith liturgy to commemorate 

Kristallnacht is to bring people of all faiths together to offer prayers of remembrance for all the victims of the 
Nazi Holocaust and pray that the suffering and tragedy of the millions who perished never happens again. 

 
Following the service all are invited to join for fellowship and light refreshments.  But above all, please join us 

to remember, to hope, and to pray.  Rabbi Bromberg will once again be serving as cantor for the evening. 
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TZEDAKAH 
Contributions to support our Synagogue and Sisterhood are deeply appreciated.  Whenever you wish to remember 
friends and loved ones, in joy or sorrow, please think of the following funds.  An appropriate acknowledgment is 
sent.  Make your check payable to the appropriate fund and send to the office. 
 
D’OR L’DOR PLAQUE (ELEVATOR): 
Individual name plates available for purchase.  (Call the office) 
MORRIS HASSEL RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUNDS: 
    Camp Ramah Scholarship Fund …….……………….......…….Minimum $ 6.00 
    Hebrew School Scholarship Fund ………………….....………..Minimum $ 6.00 
    David & Rebecca Schein Scholarship Fund……………........…Minimum $ 6.00 
KESHER ZION SYNAGOGUE GENERAL FUND:……...…….Minimum $ 6.00 
LEONARD C. LEVIN FUND FOR IMPROVEMENT AND 
BEAUTIFICATION OF KESHER ZION SYNAGOGUE: 
(Please make check payable to Leonard C. Levin Fund)……....….Minimum $ 6.00 
HELEN RUDOLPH MUSEUM FOUNDATION OF KESHER 
ZION SYNAGOGUE:  (Please make check payable to the Foundation.)  Proceeds 
are used to purchase additions to the museum collection…….......Minimum $ 6.00 
HARRY G. BARRER YOUTH FUND OF KESHER ZION SYNAGOGUE: 
(Please make check payable to the Harry G. Barrer Youth Fund)  Proceeds are 
used for U.S.Y. and Kadima activities.…….….............................. Minimum $ 6.00 
DR. ROBERT N. GREENBERG SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE PROGRAM 
FUND: ……………………………………………………………….Minimum $18.00  
KIDDUSH FUND:   
Contribute to the weekly Shabbat kiddush and your name will be listed in the 
Shabbat bulletin. There will also be a framed acknowledgement at the kiddush in 
Sisterhood Hall................................................................................Minimum $36.00 
TREE OF LIFE: 
Inscribe your happy occasion permanently on Kesher Zion Synagogue’s Tree of Life. The leaves cost $100.00.  A 
maximum of 100 engraved characters is permitted. The stones cost $500.00  Since the stone is larger, there is 
more room for lettering. To place an order, please call the synagogue office. 
SISTERHOOD FUNDS: 
JOSEPH M. RAVITZ LIBRARY FUND: ……..………...............................Minimum $ 3.00 
Bookplate ……………………………….…………………..….............................……... $10.00 
Send your check to the Library Fund c/o the office.  An acknowledgement is sent. 
TORAH FUND: 
Cards available for all occasions.  Funds are used to support the Jewish Theological Seminary’s programs and 
scholarship fund. Call Arlene Ehrlich (610-373-6648) to have cards sent ($4.00 each) or to purchase cards for 
personal use (3 @ $10.00). 
SIMCHA FUND: 
Cards available for all occasions.  Call Sylvia Wenger (610-375-3422) to have cards sent ($1.50 each) or to  
purchase them for personal use ($1.00 each). 
 
Contributions to the Synagogue and the Sisterhood funds must be paid before cards are processed. Mail or bring 
your check with complete information to the synagogue office.  If you have an account or wish to start one, please 
contact the office.  Money should be added when the account gets low. This will eliminate writing numerous 
checks. 
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 Kesher Zion Synagogue 
1245 Perkiomen Avenue 

Reading, PA  19602 
Office: 610-374-1763 
Fax:  610-375-1352 

www.kesherzion.org 
Email: kzsecretary@entermail.net 

 
Affiliated with the United Synagogue of 

Conservative Judaism 
 
Dr. Minna Bromberg .……….………………….Rabbi 
Rabbi Minna Bromberg ………..Educational Director 
Dr. Glenn Corbin…. ……………….……. ...President 
Office………………………………………Sisterhood 
Muyumi Minnich…………………….…………Editor 
Esther Strauss …………………………….Proofreader 

 
 

Call the office for advertising information. 
The deadline for submission of articles for the  

January/February 2012 Bulletin is on 
Monday, December 12, 2011 

  Fall Office hours:  
 
Mon.     9:00 a.m.   to  3:00 p.m. 
Tues.   9:00 a.m.   to  3:00 p.m. 
Wed.    9:00 a.m.   to  6:00 p.m. 
Thurs.   9:00 a.m.   to  3:00 p.m. 
Fri.   9:00 a.m.   to  3:00 p.m. 

Kesher Zion Synagogue 
1245 Perkiomen Ave 

Reading, Pennsylvania 19602 
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